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ALLIES—TEACHERS’ AND PARENTS’
ALLIANCE FOR EARLY VIOLENCE
PREVENTION IN PRESCHOOL

ALLIES, an international two-year (2010-2012)
research and development project, aims to
develop caring, community-based measures to pre-
vent school violence. During the project a holistic
measure based on caring, non-violence and equality
will be developed especially for 5 to 7 year old
children, together with pedagogical experts,
parents and other professionals.

CARING AS A PEDAGOGICAL POSSIBILITY

ALLIES discusses caring specifically as a pedagogi-
cal possibility and aims to introduce an approach
including:

o a holistic, multimodal, community-based
measure concentrating on the early recog-
nition and prevention of violence,

« paying attention to the violence hidden
behind normalised activities of everyday
life,

« gender-sensitivity,

« attending to the children with special
needs,

« attending to the needs of transcultural
children,

« increasing awareness on violence among
adults who are involved in the lives of
schoolchildren.

ALLIES AS AN INNOVATION

o New holistic, non-violent measure based on
caring, which will be piloted in pilot schools in
Oulu, Parma and Reykjavik.

o Three screening tools for recognising school
violence and outlining student welfare for
teachers, parents, and health-care
personnel.

o Production of educational material that will
affect teacher education curricula.

o The further development of the multidisciplina-
ry, international From Violence to Caring
online study program, 25 ECTS, to better
respond to the needs in teacher education.

Other results include:

« an increased awareness and professional
expertise of teachers, student welfare teams,
and parents regarding the prevention of school
violence,

« developing seamless collaboration with local
authorities, educational institutes, and other
public bodies,

« a professional, sustainable, multisectoral, multi-
disciplinary, multicultural network with strong
connections to various educational and public
organisations on local, national, and European
levels.
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